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MISSION STATEMENT. 

We seek for our congregation, as disciples of Christ, to make God’s grace 

known to all people. We are committed to serving our community 

spiritually, educationally and financially. We desire to grow in our 

understanding of his message through scripture. We wish to: 
 

 Provide a peaceful and reassuring place of worship 

 Encourage spiritual growth 

 Develop a diverse congregation full of love and faith 

 Embrace the community as servants of God. 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

Winter Schedule 

December 27, 2015 through May 29, 2016 

September 11, 2016 through December 25, 2016 

Bible Study – 9:45 a.m. 

Divine Worship – 10:45 a.m. 

Coffee and Fellowship – 11:45 a.m. 
 

Summer Schedule 

June 5 through September 4, 2016 

Bible Study – 9:15 a.m. 

Divine Worship – 10:15 a.m. 

Coffee and Fellowship – 11:15 a.m. 
 

Office Hours 

Monday through Friday – 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

Church Phone:  570-326-3706 

Church E-mail:  1presby@comcast.net 
 

 

Reverend Hwang’s Office Hours 

Tuesday through Friday 

9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 

Email:  awunhwang@gmail.com 

Cell:  570-220-5993 
 

 

Chalice Online:  http://1presby.net 
 

 

Email Prayer Requests to:  1presby@comcast.net 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
 

------------------------------------------ 

 

PRAYER SERVICES 
 

Tuesday’s Lunch and Prayers 

Noon 
 

Thursday’s Breakfast and Prayers 

7:00 a.m. 
 

---------------------------------------- 

 

DEADLINE FOR APRIL CHALICE 

THURSDAY, MARCH 17 

 

CHALICE EMAIL 
1presby@comcast.net 

 

SESSION MEETING 

Thursday, March 17 
(Session meets on the fourth Thursday of the month.) 

 

DIACONATE MEETING 

Monday, May 9 
(Diaconate meets on the second Monday every other month) 






 

We’re on Facebook!!! 
 

You can find us at 

First Presbyterian Church, Williamsport, PA. 
 

“Like” us for continued updates and event notifications. 

 

 

 



IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
 

Ray FisherDoris McCoy 

Chesney WheelerJudy Stanley 

Charles KemnitzJeanne Shuman 

Tammy WintersDebbie MacPhail 

Carol Neff Leon and Joan Cherrington 

Gil MacPhail 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
 

March 13 Greta MacPhail 

March 14 Cathy Park 

March 31 Sam Hwang 

April 2 Hasong Koo 

 

 

 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 
 

March 25 Youngsuk & Kyungsook Kim 

March 31 Victor & Joyce Wise 

 

 

 

 

DIAL – A – DEVOTION 
 

 

The number is 570-322-5762 and 

it is available 24 hours a day. 

Devotions are three minutes or less, 

change weekdays and once on the weekend, 

and are designed to lift your spirits 

and help you to have "A Closer Walk with God." 

 



LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAYS IN MARCH 
From the Lectionary at PCUSA 

 

March 6 March 13 

4th Sunday in Lent 5th Sunday in Lent 

Joshua 5:9-12 Isaiah 43:16-21 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 Philippians 3:4b-14 

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 John 12:1-8 

  

March 20 March 24 

Palm Sunday Maundy Thursday 

Luke 19:28-40 Exodus 12:1-14 

Philippians 2:5-11 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

Luke 23:1-49 John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

  

March 27  

Easter Sunday  

Acts 10:34-43  

1 Corinthians 15:19-26  

John 20:1-18  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



FLOWERS, LECTORS, AND USHERS FOR MARCH 
 

March 6  

Flowers Chong Mi Plants 

Lector Mark Shuman 

Ushers Fred & Alice Hauser 

  

 

March 13 

 

Flowers Sam Hwang & Song Park 

Lector Mark Shuman 

Ushers Fred & Alice Hauser 

  

 

March 20 

 

Flowers Palms 

Lector David Phillips 

Ushers Jessie Hafner & Janet Harris 

Communion Servers Youngsuk Kim & Maggie Little 

  

March 24  

Lector David Phillips 

Ushers Janet Harris & Evelyn Landis 

Communion Servers Victor & Ann Recchi 

  

March 27  

Flowers Spring flowers 

Lector Sally Craig 

Ushers Steve & Carol Neff 

Communion Servers Jim Bryden, Youngsuk Kim, Evelyn 

Landis, Maggie Little, Susan Kemnitz 

(choir) 

 

 

 



PASTOR’S CORNER 
 

Irrespective of race, hip hop/rap music is the most popular genre among 

teens and young adults, including many Millennials and Gen Xers.  I don’t 

often listen to music, but when I do listen, my taste in music ranges from 

classical music to jazz to Gregorian chant to--brace yourself--hip hop (did 

I make you wince?).  While working out or doing the dishes, I plug in my 

earbuds and listen to Korean hip-hop/pop such as MFBTY, G-Dragon and 

the like, which for years, catapulted by YouTube, have been wildly 

popular throughout the world.   
 

Part of the reason why hip-hop gets a bad press is due to its projected 

image.  Gangster persona has become an emblem of the hip-hop industry, 

dissuading talented artists from producing wholesome music, as that 

wouldn’t be considered “swag,” failing to make a profit.  This is 

unfortunate; unlike Socrates, the hip-hop ethos, I believe, is not entirely 

faultless in corrupting the young impressionable minds.  Uninterrupted 

exposure to rappers preaching about violence, misogyny and lawlessness 

will take its toll, I think.  That said, I am, however, not prepared to make 

a preposterous insinuation suggesting that rap music and the hip-hop 

culture are partly to blame for unemployment (Christian leaders have 

made such claims) and violence (police officers frequently mention rap 

music as one of the contributing factors for violence, as was the case at the 

2014 City Council meeting here in Williamsport).   
 

Regrettably, the carefully-orchestrated image of hip-hop--abrasive 

mannerism and attires--is often used as easy fodder for the unthinking 

folks to explain away social problems (just as video games are frequently 

cited as the prime suspect for the systemic gun-related deaths); this allows 

prejudice to hijack inquiring minds, giving voice to fanaticism instead of 

committing to the task of fact-finding, diverting the public’s attention from 

the real contributing factors.  Such a superimposed reality, originating 

from personal leanings, is nothing more than an illusion.  Moreover, in 

facing reality, aside from being a tactical misstep concerning identifying 

and addressing the problems, at a deeper level, casting aspersions on those 

linked to the hip-hop culture (or other cultures for that matter) corrodes 

Christianity’s core conviction.      
 

Perhaps I’m naive; I presumed that those who work with the poor and 

vulnerable people would have a knack for understanding how the 

formidable social, political and economic forces might stymie the 

underprivileged people: their inability to secure low percentage loans; lack 

of employment opportunities in decrepit neighborhoods.  Furthermore, 



even if one is fortunate enough to secure a job, he/she might be faced with 

yet another formidable barrier: transportation.  Lack of disposal income, 

high-interest rates, and high auto insurance rate serve as roadblocks to 

acquiring his/her own vehicle, forcing the individual to rely on public 

transit.    
 

It is well documented that in many cities the areas with the lousiest access 

to public transportation are the poorest communities; beyond mere 

convenience factor, this has far reaching consequences.  Last year, a study 

from Harvard found that geographic mobility was indeed linked to 

economic mobility.  This meant that for low-income people, deficient 

transit system frustrated upward mobility, preventing access to jobs, 

quality food, and reasonably priced goods, healthcare, and schooling.  

Every time I visit South Korea (officially, the Republic of Korea; North 

Korea goes by the farcical term, the Democratic People’s Republic of 

Korea), I am most impressed with their highly efficient and modern yet 

relatively low-cost public transit system:  natural gas powered hybrid 

buses arriving in sync with the digital display at bus stops; high-speed 

trains that take just a fraction of the time to drive from point A to point B; 

an integrated subway system where trains run every few minutes 

throughout the complex, cobweb-like network, allowing exploration of the 

city’s every nook and cranny attainable .  This makes it possible to permit 

everyone, regardless of income, to have equal access to many benefits and 

perks of urban living.  It serves as the great equalizer.    
 

Ample investment from both the public and private sector is desperately 

needed to remedy the problem of the shoddy public transit system in poor 

neighborhoods.  But, insufficient investment in impoverished 

communities is yet another formidable social barrier.  Sometime last year, 

I read an article, featured on a Korean news website, that hailed the 

economic pact established between the City of Baltimore and one of the 

cities in South Korea during Maryland Governor Larry Hogan and his 

Korean-American wife Yumi’s visit to Korea.  Hogan’s commitment to 

bilateral prosperity, however, at least on the domestic front, seemed to 

have stalled, when, months later, his administration became mired in legal 

woes facing allegations that the governor’s decision to cancel the proposed 

rail line and shift hundreds of millions of dollars that had been slated for 

the rail line into highway projects around the state had a disparate impact 

on African-American Baltimoreans, further contending that whites will 

receive most of the benefits of the new road spending while African-

Americans living in Baltimore will face longer transit rides as a result of 

the rail project’s cancellation.  No matter what the legal outcome may be 

(it’s still pending), the fact is, America’s recent history is replete with such 



scandalous incidents.  In light of this, it’s worth repeating:  rap music/hip-

hop, warts and all, is not the primary culprit for unemployment and 

poverty, which in turn spawns violence.  (Sebastien Elkouby offers 

thoughtful commentaries on hip-hop.)    
 

Contrary to endogenously-manufactured superimposed reality, the real, 

formidable social forces that are out there, which could effectively squelch 

desperate attempts to build a better life, are, like the resurrection of Jesus, 

not a myth.  Paul, having figuratively died and rose again with Christ, 

demonstrates a profound change in his outlook.  Armed with a transformed 

mindset, the once vitriolic man who had been possessed by the demonic 

“Us vs. Them” mentality, goes on to champion unity and equality--“In 

Christ’s family there can be no division into Jew and non-Jew, slave and 

free, male and female.  Among us you are all equal” (Galatians. 3:28; The 

Message).  He then implores fellow Christians to defy conformity, 

exhorting them to be transformed by gauging their values against the credo 

that holds ultimate significance--the will of God, which Micah defines as 

acting justly, loving mercy and walking humbly with God (Romans 12:2; 

Micah 6:8). 
 

Enamored with the rich and famous and wishing to propagate the narrative 

that certifies the American Dream, we readily accept Forbes’ unproven 

claim that of the nation’s riches 400, 70 percent “made their fortunes 

entirely from scratch,” despite the fact that based on investigation of 

Forbes’ misleading claim, “most of our super rich were born on third base 

and think they hit a triple.”  We, as a society, are quick to give the benefit 

of the doubt to the rich; it’s a pity the same cannot be said about the poor.   
 

Jesus had a habit of adding a preliminary remark prior to giving a lesson: 

“He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”  He was under no illusion that 

his listeners, though openly aligned with him, would incontrovertibly be 

receptive to the “new” teaching (the Sermon on the Mount), which defied 

social mandates that gave meaning to their existence.  Then as now, life 

was not fair, which explains why Jesus also was not fair in his treatment 

of his compatriots; he engaged in unashamed, preferential treatment for 

the poor both in his teaching and his lifestyle.  (In fact, given the 

polarization of the Sermon on the Mount--“blessed are you who are 

poor… who are hungry now… who weep now,” and “woe to you who are 

rich… who are full now… who are laughing now”--had Jesus lived in the 

50s he would not have survived the McCarthy era).   
 

Weighed in light of our entrenched logic--“pull yourself up by your 

bootstraps”--Jesus’s parable of the workers, rooted in kingdom logic, 

seems unsettling to us (Matt. 20:1-6).  Unable to free ourselves from the 

prolonged spell of our culture-induced, non-biblical moral code, we 



interject every discourse surrounding unemployment and poverty by 

throwing into the mix the undisputed claim that one must “earn one’s 

keep.”  However, “earning one’s keep,” according to Jesus, is not part of 

the kingdom ethics, while demonstrating undeserved compassion and 

love, are, as exemplified by his life, teaching, and his death.      
 

Instead of extending grace and showing empathy, we’d rather reprimand 

and talk some sense into the “needy slacker” who wears his pants well 

below the waist.  But, the truth is, even the slacker’s lackadaisical attempt 

to work hard or find a job (who knows what he/she has been through in 

life?) does not cancel out the grace of God (a huge relief, even for those 

who feel they’ve contributed more than their fair share, since no amount 

of hard work, as Paul said, would pass muster with God).  Lack of evidence 

for one’s efficacy also does not nullify God’s demand that we show grace 

to undeserving people (making us wince, though, unlike Jonah, not angry 

enough to die.).  As the Scriptures testify, we’ve all benefited from God’s 

irrational (or offensive) behavior of “[putting] his love on the line for us... 

while we were of no use whatever to him” (Romans 5:8; The Message).  

Yet we look for excuses to jettison our call to extend God’s unconditional 

love, forgetting that in all that we do, we are to dispense God’s grace to 

others deemed unworthy or undeserving.   
 

To be sure, practicing grace will not churn out “welfare queens,” nor will 

it “bankrupt our government.”  Demonstrating compassionate care for 

those in need through sharing of our resources--regardless of both our 

perception and their reality--won’t lead to insolvency.  Rather, putting the 

needs of others (even if the person is a vagabond from behind the enemy 

line) before our own needs (even in complete bankruptcy) will shockingly 

and illogically lead to prosperity and life! (1 Kings 17:7-16)--is not this 

the crux of the gospel?  The prayer of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane 

reveals his desperate longing for self-preservation; yet, in the end, he opts 

to die for all those deemed unworthy.  In a culture rampant with overactive 

imaginations, eager to play the game of free association, branding the poor 

and the vulnerable as undeserving and suspect, that is a lesson worth 

learning.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

OUR MUSIC 

 
 

 

We are aware of the small print issue for the Psalms in the bulletin 
and they will be larger in the future so it is easier to read. 
 

From the Ash Wednesday service through the fifth Sunday in Lent, 
we will be using “Go with Us Lord”, number 748 in place of our 
regular “God Be With You” service closing chorus.  We will also be 
using “Lord, Have Mercy”, number 551 at the end of Prayer of 
Confession for Ash Wednesday and during the Sundays in Lent.  
This is a familiar tune for us and we hope it will provide additional 
meaning to the service. 
 

On Maundy Thursday, Phil will be using “Stay with Me”, number 204 
at the end of the service.  It is a Taizé (meditative style).  Everyone 
will leave in silence with the lights dimmed.  The choir will sit near 
the piano and after they exit, the song will continue a cappella with 
Phil directing people to leave the sanctuary. 
 

Palm Sunday communion will be by Intinction due to the Palm 
Sunday Tea.  The palm procession will begin outside at the back 
corner of Mulberry and Church Streets and circle the building one 
and a half times, entering the sanctuary at the corner of Third and 
Mulberry.  If there are those who are unable to join the procession, 
they may sit in the sanctuary.  The hymn “All Glory, Laud, and 
Honor”, number 196, will be used during the procession.   
 

As always, we hope these aspects of the services provide meaning 
and depth to your worship experience. 

-Worship Committee 
-Maggie Little 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

D E A C O N S’    D O I N ’S 
 

DEACONS FOOD DRIVE 
 

Grab a can along with your keys when you leave the house for 
church on Sunday mornings! 
 

The deacons are continuing to collect non-perishables, which we 
will deliver to the United Churches Food Pantry.  It’s easy to 
participate in this ongoing project.  Simply drop your donations in 
one of the baskets in the lounge, and we’ll take care of the rest. 
 

The brown grocery bags next to the baskets of food in the lounge 
are for you to take home and fill as another way to support the 
deacons’ food drive.  The menus attached to the bag offer 
suggestions for your donations. 
 

Together, the members of our congregation can make a difference 
in our community! 
 

Our food focus for March: 
 

 

                              
 
Easter dinner foods:  canned meat, instant potatoes, canned 
vegetables and fruits, pudding, jello 
 
 
 
 

SOUPer BOWL OF CARING THANK YOU! 
 

Thank you again to everyone who donated to tackle hunger in the SOUPer 
Bowl Day of Caring.  In 2016, the grand total generated (so far) by this 
united national effort is 8,598,505 in cash and food items with 5,433 
participating charity groups and First Presbyterian Church of Williamsport 
was one of them!  We directly impacted our local community by raising 
141 food items.  The items were split between the local Food Pantry and 



Family Promise and were welcomed with grateful hearts!  Helping the 
homeless and hungry right here at home is our way to glorify God by 
caring for our brothers and sisters in need.  Thank you again for turning 
the Super Bowl, into a SOUPer Bowl!  God Bless!   
 
 
 

Love Letters 
 

As we glance through the announcements section of the Sunday bulletin, 
we can note that day's recipient of a Love Letter. 
 

The Deacons encourage you to find the Love Letter 
on the lectern next to the piano and take a quick 
moment to write a note or simply sign with 
'thinking of you' on the letter.  This is one way that 
we as a caring congregation can personally connect 
who those who need a meaningful note to brighten their day. 
 
 
 

DEACONS’ GREETING CARD COLLECTION 
 

We are building our supply of cards, with or without envelopes, to help 
the Deacons forward a friendly greeting to church members and friends.  
Any spares that you may have are greatly appreciated. 
 

Happy Birthday  Thinking of You 
Get Well  Happy Anniversary 

With Sympathy  Congratulations  Special Thanks 
 

Our special thanks to Rev. Elizabeth Affsprung of Covenant Central and 
Rachel Spayd for thinking of us and forwarding so many beautiful cards. 
 
 
 

DEACONS’ ONGOING EYEGLASSES COLLECTION 
 

Drop your used prescription or non-prescription 
eyeglasses, sunglasses, clip-ons and cases in the 
designated basket in the Lounge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SHEPHERD OF THE STREETS 
 
 

Two bins are in the hallway under the coat racks where you can place 
bedding and personal hygiene supplies. 
 
 
 

PAPER RECYCLING 
 

Please find the basket as you exit the Sanctuary into the 
Lounge for Coffee and Fellowship to recycle Sunday’s 
bulletins unless you want yours to take home.  You may 
also leave paper recycling in the church office. 

 
 

CHANCEL FLOWERS 
 

Please consider looking over your new calendars to highlight special 
times throughout the year when you might want to honor family and 
friends or just to enhance worship services in praise of our Heavenly 
Father. 
 

Remember that each Sunday someone from the 
congregation, a shut-in, or at a local nursing home 
receives your flower offering to brighten their days 
ahead. 
 
Available dates: 

 April 24 

 May 8, 22 & 29 
-Ann Recchi 

 
 
 

WOMEN OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

Church Women United of Lycoming County, will be celebrating World 
Day of Prayer, Friday, March 4, at 1:30 p.m. at First Church of Christ 
Disciples, 1250 Almond Street, Williamsport.  Women of Cuba chose 
the biblical text based on Mark 10:13-16, as their theme for the 
celebration:  Receive Children, Receive Me.  It calls us to explore the 
depths of God's love and accept the invitation to receive the realm of 
God as a child. 
 



Walker bags and lap ropes will be collected 
and given to nursing homes throughout the 
county.  Church Women United are also 
accepting funds for their annual 2016 
Christmas project for nursing home 
residents.  A donation of $3.00 (per bag) will 
allow them to distribute 1,000 gift packages 
to area nursing homes.  Donations can be 
made any time of the year to C.W.U., c/o Eleanor Deer, 319 Woodland 
Avenue, Williamsport Pennsylvania  17701. 
 

EASTER comes early this year.  We invite you to join us for annual 
Palm Sunday Tea after worship on Sunday, March 20.  If you would 
like to order Easter Flowers, there is a sign-up sheet on the piano in 
the lounge. 
 

Thank you to all who helped with the Lenten Dinner.  As always the 
fellowship and food was enjoyed.  Our Ash Wednesday Lent Service 
that followed was a meaningful way to begin our Lenten journey. 
 

JUST A REMINDER that our SPRING JUMBLE SALE is just around the 
corner on April 28 and April 30 
 

Happy Spring and Easter Blessings. 
 

-Mimi Petts 

 

 

 

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES 
 

One way young school children start their day is by singing this 

song:   
  

 Good morning to you! 

 Good morning to you! 

We’re all in our places  

with bright shiny faces.   

What a good way  

to start a new day! 
 



We look forward to seeing the bright shiny faces of our young 

disciples when we greet them on the chancel steps for the next 

children’s sermon, Sunday, March 20. 
-Susan Kemnitz 

 

 
 

KRUISIN’ AT KRISLUND 
 

Older adults can now join the 
excitement at Camp Krislund.  They 
will enjoy a 2 day/ 1 night stay in cozy 
cabins, activities, great food, views of 
the Pennsylvania mountains, and 
more.  Check out the website at 
www.krislund.org and then select 
“Adults and Young at Heart”.   

 
 
 

WEDNESDAY NOON ECUMENICAL LUNCHES 
 

The lunch line opens about 11:45 a.m. and you are always assured of a 

tasty $6 lunch, warm ecumenical 

fellowship and a thoughtful program 

designed to enrich your life mentally, 

physically, spiritually and socially.  The 

parking is free in the Pine Street lot north 

of the church from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  

No reservations are necessary, but a call 

to Gwen, at 570-322-1110, if you are not 

a regular attender, will help the caterer, 

Heidi Potter, know how much food to prepare.  Laity, clergy and people 

of all ages are welcome!  
 

March 2 Barbara Irwin, Favors Forward 

March 9 Rev. Dr. John Charnock, Director of Mission Integration 

March 16 Dr. Dan Doyle, Board Member, United Churches 

March 23 Rev. Gwen Bernstine, United Churches 

March 30 Jackie Engle, Artistic Director, Community Theater League 

 

http://www.krislund.org/
http://krislund.org/


 

 
. 

Melissa Magargle, Executive Director 
570-567-7103, familypromiselycoming@hotmail.com 

 

Families we are serving:   
 Mom, 2 yr. old daughter 
 Dad, mom, 4 yr. old son, 4 mo. old daughter 
 Dad, 15 yr. old daughter 
 Dad, mom, 8 & 3 yr. old sons, 6 yr. old daughter 
 

Current needs:   
Cleaning supplies Healthy snacks 

 

We are collecting Labels for Education that can be found on items 
such as General Mills products, Betty Crocker products, Campbell’s 
soups, Bic pens, and GLAD storage containers, just to name a few. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Community Foundation Partnership of Pennsylvania is 
holding Raise the Region fund raiser beginning on Wednesday, 
March 9 at 6:00 p.m. through Thursday, March 10 at 11:59 p.m.  
Donations are only accepted at www.raisetheregion.org.  Please 
consider donating to Family Promise during this time. 
 
 
 

UNITED CHURCHES FOOD PANTRY 
 

We at the food pantry would like to thank all of you who give generously 

to us.  We also are thankful for our volunteers who help us out by cleaning 

and restocking our shelves.   
 

 

http://www.raisetheregion.org/


CREATIVE BROODING 
 

Russell Baker once wrote "The number of places where a person 

can escape entertainment becomes smaller every year. . . . it 

used to be, for example, that you could go to the dentist and 

count on an undisturbed bout of suffering which helped you to 

grasp the transience of life and perceive the agony of the 

flesh.  No longer.  Nowadays, while the drill bites at your nerve 

ends, you will be entertained by an invisible orchestra playing 

'The March of the Wooden Soldiers' through a hole in the 

ceiling.  This invisible orchestra is spreading across the country 

like the chestnut blight.  It hounds people at the supermarket, 

in the hotel lobby, in the elevator, at 30,000 feet, and on the 

bus.  We must restore the right to brood undisturbed."   
 

With all the important rights being defended these days, no 

group of aroused citizens is lobbying for the right to brood 

undisturbed.  It's a pity.   Unfortunately the word brooding has 

a bad image.  It connotes a low-grade distemper, melancholy, the 

power of negative thinking.  But this is unfair to brooding, 

which, as any hen knows, can be a most productive 

experience.  It's the sort of "sitting on an idea" that often yields 

fresh insight.  It's the kind of fruitful pondering one may do in 

solitude.  Creative brooding depends as much on what's going on 

inside you as around you.  An idea or person or event comes to 

mind and solicits your attention.  You stop whatever you're 

doing for a moment wherever you happen to be-and begin to 

reflect.   
 

Kierkegaard, the intellectual's brooder par excellence, wrote in 

his journal one day in 1847:  "Reflections must not so much 

move, mollify, reassure, or persuade, as much as awaken and 

provoke and sharpen thought.  Reflections ought to be a gadfly; 

therefore their tone ought to be quite different from that of 

edifying discourse, but reflections ought in a good sense be 

impatient, high-spirited, full of irony and even the 

comic.   Reflections must fetch us out of the cellar, call to us, turn 

our comfortable way of thinking topsy-turvy” 
 

A lot of thinking is like so much pious popcorn, fluffy, weightless 

and stale.  Gadfly reflections are to awaken thought and 

precipitate action.  Creative brooding is therefore, not intended 



to comfort, reassure, or in the usual sense of the term, inspire.  It 

is not intended for those who have no more questions.  It is 

intended for those who must say every day of their lives, “I 

believe, help my unbelief.”  You may even experience God 

speaking to you thru strange mouths in unexpected ways. The 

challenge is to be open to those experiences.  
--adapted from Robert Raines Creative Brooding 

-submitted by Henry Hopper 
 
 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

REMEMBER TO SET YOUR CLOCKS  
ONE HOUR AHEAD 

ON SATURDAY, MARCH 12. 
 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 
 

MOLTZ MUSINGS 
 

Without considering all the political noise we have been subjected 
to for all too long the newsworthy events today seem to all be 
reported as War, Terrorism, Refugees, Disease, Recession, Famine, 
Climate change and on and on.  But beneath these real problems 
something remarkable has been happening, as reported in a recent 
issue of the Christian Science Monitor, which has gone almost 
unnoticed.  This has to be the best news reported in the past two or 
more decades. 
 

Global poverty has fallen faster during the past 20 years than at any 
time in history.  Around the world hunger, child death, and disease 
rates have plummeted.  More girls are getting into school.  Never 
before have so many people, in so many poor countries, made so 
much progress in reducing poverty, increasing incomes, improving 
health, and spreading democracy. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Some of these gains, especially declines in poverty and child 
mortality, rank among the greatest achievements in history.  Yet 
few people are aware that they are even happening.  Most people 
believe that developing countries remain hopelessly mired in 
poverty, stagnation and dictatorship.  Actually a major 
transformation is under way, affecting the lives of hundreds of 
millions of people worldwide. 
 

The change is widespread, going far beyond China and India to 
include countries as far flung as Indonesia, Mozambique, Ghana, 
Brazil, El Salvador and Mongolia.  Actually more than 60 
developing countries have seen a decline in the numbers of extreme 
poor despite continued population growth. 
 

The biggest health gains have been for children.  In 1960, 22% of 
children born in developing countries died before their fifth 
birthday, today it’s less than 5%.  Still not good, but great 
improvement. 
 

Starting in the mid-1990s economic growth rates began to rise and 
by 2015 average incomes in developing countries had almost 
doubled.  Importantly the benefits of growth have been wide 
spread.  As incomes have risen and democracy has spread, conflict, 
war, and violence have fallen sharply. 
 

The fight against extreme poverty is far from over and not all 
developing countries are making progress.  Nevertheless the 
changes over the past 2 decades are a big start in improving the 
well-being of millions of people in many of the world’s poorest 
countries.  Why are these changes not widely recognized?  In part 
it reflects our penchant for bad news and to ignore good news of 
steady progress or a job well done.  It is also partly about poor 
memory.  We romanticize the past the “good old days” and focus 
on today’s problems rather than on what is going well.  Whatever 
the reason some of the greatest gains in history are happening now 
and we fail to recognize them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

In 1983 only 17 developing countries were democracies; by 2013 
that number had tripled to 56.  The opportunity is within our grasp 
for the next two decades to become the greatest area of progress for 
the world’s poor in history.  
 

“People generally see what they look for and hear what they listen 
for.”   Judge Taylor, “To Kill a Mocking bird”  

-submitted by Frank Moltz 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THOUGHTS FROM JUDITH 
 

The Fruit of Silence is Prayer 
 

The Fruit of Prayer is Faith 
 

The Fruit of Faith is Love 
 

The Fruit is Love is Service 
 

The Fruit of Service is Peace 
-submitted by Judith Youngman 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

APPLE CRISP 
 

6 C. sliced & peeled apples ½ C. sugar 
½ C. water ½ C. brown sugar 
2 t. lemon juice 1 t. cinnamon 
¾ C. flour ½ C. butter 

 

Placed sliced apples in buttered 9” baking dish.  Pour water and lemon 
juice over apples. 
 

Mix flour, sugars, and cinnamon in bowl and cut in 
butter until it resembles coarse meal.  Sprinkle over 
apples 
 

Bake at 375° for 40-50 min.  Serve with vanilla ice 
cream or whipped cream. 

-submitted by Karen Davenport Bahr 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Church Staff 
 

The Reverend Sam (Awun) Hwang Pastor 

The Reverend David L. Phillips Pastor Emeritus 

Philip Krepps Music Director and Organist 

Karen Davenport Bahr Administrative Assistant 

 

 

Directory 
 

The Reverend Sam (Awun) Hwang Session Moderator 

Charles Kemnitz Clerk of Session 

Victor Recchi Treasurer 

Frank Moltz Associate Treasurer 

Mimi Petts Presbyterian Women Moderator 

 

 

Session 
 

Class of 2017 Class of 2018 Class of 2019 

Youngsuk Kim David Craig Charles Kemnitz* 

Victor Recchi Evelyn Landis* Judith Youngman 

 Maggie Little*  

 

 

Diaconate 
 

Class of 2017 Class of 2018 Class of 2019 

Ann Recchi Judy Kolb* Susan Kemnitz* 

Alison Hopper Dorothy Snyder Tammy Winters 
 

 

*Denotes second term 

 
 

 

Stated Meetings 
The Session meets on the fourth Thursday of the month. 

The Deacons meet on the second Monday of every other month. 
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