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MISSION STATEMENT. 

We seek for our congregation, as disciples of Christ, to make God’s grace 

known to all people. We are committed to serving our community 

spiritually, educationally and financially. We desire to grow in our 

understanding of his message through scripture. We wish to: 
 

 Provide a peaceful and reassuring place of worship 

 Encourage spiritual growth 

 Develop a diverse congregation full of love and faith 

 Embrace the community as servants of God. 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

Winter Schedule 

December 27, 2015 through May 29, 2016 

September 11, 2016 through December 25, 2016 

Bible Study – 9:45 a.m. 

Divine Worship – 10:45 a.m. 

Coffee and Fellowship – 11:45 a.m. 
 

Summer Schedule 

June 5 through September 4, 2016 

Bible Study – 9:15 a.m. 

Divine Worship – 10:15 a.m. 

Coffee and Fellowship – 11:15 a.m. 
 

Office Hours 

Monday through Friday – 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

Church Phone:  570-326-3706 

Church E-mail:  1presby@comcast.net 
 

 

Reverend Hwang’s Office Hours 

Tuesday through Friday 

9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 

Email:  awunhwang@gmail.com 

Cell:  570-220-5993 
 

 

Chalice Online:  http://1presby.net 
 

 

Email Prayer Requests to:  1presby@comcast.net 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
 

------------------------------------------ 

 

PRAYER SERVICES 
 

Tuesday’s Lunch and Prayers 

Noon 
 

Thursday’s Breakfast and Prayers 

7:00 a.m. 
 

---------------------------------------- 

 

DEADLINE FOR MAY CHALICE 

FRIDAY, APRIL 15 

 

CHALICE EMAIL 
1presby@comcast.net 

 

SESSION MEETING 

Thursday, April 28 
(Session meets on the fourth Thursday of the month.) 

 

DIACONATE MEETING 

Monday, May 9 
(Diaconate meets on the second Monday every other month) 






 

We’re on Facebook!!! 
 

You can find us at 

First Presbyterian Church, Williamsport, PA. 
 

“Like” us for continued updates and event notifications. 

 

 

 



IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
 

Ray FisherDoris McCoy 

Chesney WheelerJudy Stanley 

Jeanne ShumanDebbie MacPhail 

Tammy WintersGil MacPhail 

Deacon & Delany Cross 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
 

April 2 Hasong Koo 

April 12 David Phillips 

April 15 Chong Mi Plants 

April 24 John Ertel 

April 27 Aaron Kemnitz 

May 3 Evelyn Landis 

 

 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
 

April 22 Fred & Alice Hauser 

April 25 Kevin & Margaret Little 

 

 

 

 

DIAL – A – DEVOTION 
 

 

The number is 570-322-5762 and 

it is available 24 hours a day. 

Devotions are three minutes or less, 

change weekdays and once on the weekend, 

and are designed to lift your spirits 

and help you to have "A Closer Walk with God." 



 

 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAYS IN APRIL 
From the Lectionary at PCUSA 

 

April 3 April 10 

2nd Sunday of Easter 3rd Sunday of Easter 

Acts 5:27-32 Acts 9:1-20 

Revelation 1:4-8 Revelation 5:11-14 

John 20:19-31 John 21:1-19 

  

April 17 April 24 

4th Sunday of Easter 5th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 9:36-43 Acts 11:1-18 

Revelation 7:9-17 Revelation 21:1-6 

John 10:22-30 John 13:31-35 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



FLOWERS, LECTORS, USHERS, AND  

COMMUNION SERVERS FOR APRIL 
 

April 6  

Flowers Jeanne & Mark Shuman 

Lector Sally Craig 

Ushers Fred & Alice Hauser 

Communion Servers 

 

Prepare Elements 

Jim Bryden, Evelyn Landis, Maggie 

Little, Dick Petts, Susan Kemnitz (choir) 

Alison Hopper 

 

April 13 

 

Flowers Yong Yen 

Lector Henry Hopper 

Ushers Janet Harris & Dick Petts 

Communion Servers 

 

 

Prepare Elements 

Sally Craig, Alison Hopper, Youngsuk 

Kim, Judith Youngman, Susan Kemnitz 

(choir) 

Ann Recchi 

 

April 20 

 

Flowers Biehler Family 

Lector Henry Hopper 

Ushers Alison Hopper & Dick Petts 

Communion Servers 

 

Prepare Elements 

Jim Bryden, Maggie Little, Ann Recchi, 

Victor Recchi, Susan Kemnitz (choir) 

Dorothy Snyder 

  

April 24 

Flowers 

 

Youngsuk & Kyungsook Kim 

Lector Mark Shuman 

Ushers Steve & Carol Neff 

Communion Servers 

 

Prepare Elements 

Jim Bryden, Youngsuk Kim Dick Petts, 

Judith Youngman, Susan Kemnitz (choir) 

Alison Hopper 
 
 

 

 



PASTOR’S CORNER 
 

The Session has decided to celebrate weekly Communion throughout the 

Easter Season, including the two subsequent Sundays, May 15, the Day of 

Pentecost and May 22, the Trinity Sunday.  “Are we becoming Catholic?” 

or “But, it won’t feel special anymore,” are the two most oft-cited 

complaints against a more frequent observance of the Lord’s Supper. 
 

Here’s the short answer.  We are indeed not becoming Catholic.  In fact, 

John Calvin, the father of Protestantism (also known as the founder of 

Presbyterianism) had actually recommended weekly Communion (or as 

often as Christians meet for worship) long before the Catholic Church 

began celebrating the Blessed Sacrament at every Mass as an integral part 

of their worship -- at a time when the medieval Church offered 

Communion only once or twice a year.  So, to answer the question Are we 

becoming Catholic? we are, by celebrating the Holy Communion more 

often, actually strengthening our Protestant heritage.  Also, more 

importantly, by observing weekly Communion we are reclaiming the 

practice of the early Christian community.   
 

If we operate under the non-biblical principle, “familiarity breeds 

contempt,” then indeed, having Communion weekly “won’t feel special 

anymore.”  Thankfully, Calvin’s proposal for a more frequent observance 

of the Lord’s Supper was not grounded in memes; it was firmly rooted in 

Scripture: “For it is evident from St. Luke in the Book of Acts that 

communion was much more frequently celebrated in the primitive 

Church…”  (Letter to the Magistrates of Berne, 1555.) 
 

Ultimately, Calvin’s push for a more frequent celebration was propelled 

by the special quality of the Lord’s Supper, which, according to Calvin, is 

“an external sign, by which the Lord seals on our consciences... in order 

to sustain the weakness of our faith, and we in our turn testify our piety 

towards him… a visible form of an invisible grace” (Institutes of Christian 

Religion IV. xvii. 1.)  
 

Calvin again writes: 
 

“It would be desirable that the Holy Supper of Jesus Christ be in use at 

least once every Sunday when the congregation is assembled... In fact, our 

Lord did not institute it to be commemorated two or three times a year, but 

for a frequent exercise of our faith and love which the Christian 

congregation is to use whenever it is assembled.”  (Articles presented to 

the Geneva Council in 1537; italics added for emphasis.) 
 



Time is a double-edged sword.  It heals all wounds -- a great blessing.  But 

it also has the power to consecrate our habits and rituals, including 

frivolous ones -- a frequent complaint of Jesus throughout his earthly 

ministry.  Minimizing the possibility of causing grievance for our Lord 

Jesus, by allowing Scripture to inform our thoughts, words, and actions, 

would be another way to bring glory to God.  

 
 

OUR MUSIC 

 
 

 

By the time you read this the Easter Season will be well under way.  
However, a brief return to Lent and Holy Week may be helpful.  The 
writer often retypes a sentence from the December, 2014 Chalice 
entitled “Autopsy of a Dying Church.” It stated, “If your stories are 
about what used to happen, not what’s going to happen, you need 
to change because your memories exceed your dreams.” 
 

Last year we began using the option in the 
Presbyterian Order of Service that includes an 
outdoor Call to Worship, followed by a sung 
psalm and a reading from the Gospel.  We 
began on the east lawn.  After that our 

congregants were given the opportunity to either enter the 
sanctuary through the east lawn door or publicly profess their faith 
by walking in procession with palms singing All Glory Laud and 
Honor.  Last year we sang The Palms and next year we will sing 
Hosanna! Loud Hosanna!  This year most everyone was able to 
participate in the procession; some are not able to walk that far.  It 
was a beautiful affair …and what a fluke!  When the organist picked 
up the hymn as the procession arrived inside, we were in the correct 
key.  We could never have planned that!  We give the choir a lot of 
credit; they almost never drop pitch while singing. 
 

Another new item was processing out of the sanctuary on Palm 
Sunday while singing Were You There and on Maundy Thursday 
singing the Taizé setting, Stay With Me.  With dimmed lights and 
prayerful singing in the contemplative style, we encouraged a faith 
filled Holy Week.  And in the end we all had a good laugh when a 
pre-school child said, “What was that all about?”  Out of the mouths 
of babes… 



 

Now it’s time to bring back so many of our old favorites including: 
Alleluia! Sing To Jesus, All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name; Be Thou 
My Vision; Christ Is Risen, Shout Hosanna; Christ Has Risen While 
Earth Slumbers; Come, Christians, Join to Sing; Come, Great God 

of All the Ages; Come, Holy Spirit, 
Heavenly Dove; Come, You Faithful, 
Raise the Strain; Crown Him with Many 
Crowns; The Day of Resurrection; 
Every Time I Feel the Spirit; Here, O 

Lord, We See You; Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty; Jesus 
Christ Is Risen Today; Lead On, O King Eternal; Lift High the Cross; 
Live Into Hope; My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less; Spirit of the 
Living God; The Strife Is O’er; That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright; 
Thine Is the Glory; We Walk By Faith and Not By Sight; When 
Morning Guilds the Skies; You Servants of God, Your Master 
Proclaim.  Most of these are old chestnuts and a few are new texts 
to familiar melodies. 
 

Beginning this year we have a much stronger focus 
on Holy Communion and will be having communion 
every Sunday until after Trinity Sunday as well as 
once every month during the summer. Following 
are familiar hymns of approach, plus a few new 

ones to learn; Be Known to Us in Breaking Bread; Come! Behold 
the Feast of Heaven; For the Bread Which You Have Broken; Here, 
O Lord, We See You; Let Us Break Bread Together; Loaves Were 
Broken, Words Were Spoken; One Bread, One Body; Savior, Like 
a Shepherd Lead Us.  Later this summer you will discover we are 
deliberately singing some of these hymns twice in a row so that they 
become more familiar to you. 
 

Because of the focus on Holy Communion, many of the choir’s 
anthems will be communion related as well as Easter themes.  
Sometimes, the choir may even sing during Holy Communion. 
 

We are preparing more hymns to include a Korean verse, however 
we have (we hope) an easier way for all to follow.  When using a 
Korean verse, the minister will announce the hymn as usual but 
include a reminder that the phonetic text can be sung from the 
bulletin by the English speaking congregants while the verse in 
Korean can be sung directly from the hymnal.  In just a few weeks 
one of our psalm hymns has an entire set of Korean text.  That day  
 



 
our Korean choir members will offer the psalm in their native 
language. 
  

Very careful planning is done behind the scenes by the pastor and 
music director to provide the most prayerful service we can offer.  
We do this through David Bambrell of Presbyterian 
Church U.S.A. who oversees the online planning 
information.  Recently the writer spent virtually every 
day for a month carefully researching the hymnal 
and applying the hymns over the three year 
lectionary cycle.  In our new hymnal we have 238 
hymns that we either know or at least are familiar 
with the melody.  There are 18 hymns of approach; 74 psalm 
hymns; 60 hymns that the choir can use as introits or anthems; and 
40 hymns that we could sing but just can’t fit them all in.  This 
hymnal is serving us well.  Sooner or later your favorite will appear; 
we promise.   

-Submitted by Phil Krepps 
-Music Director 

 
 
 
 

D E A C O N S’    D O I N ’S 
 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING WRAP UP 
 

So far in 2016, over $10.1 million in cash and food has been reported by 
6,617 participating groups with 100% of the contributions distributed to 

local charities across the country.  They couldn't 
have done any of this without you! 
 

Helping so many that are hungry is truly a 
modern day miracle.  The SOUPer Bowl of 
Caring organization thanks you for your 

dedication to this movement.  "As we look back on the past months, 
we've seen an amount of participation and service that far outshines last 
year.  We can't wait to see what we accomplish next year!" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DEACONS’ ONGOING FOOD DRIVE 
 
 

The Deacons continue to collect non-perishables, which we deliver 
each month to the United Churches Food Pantry.  It’s easy to 
participate in this project.  Simply place your donations on the table 
in the lounge, and we’ll take care of the rest. 
 

The Food Pantry has shared that their supply of staples is 
dwindling.   
 

Our food focus for April: 
 

                                         
 
 

April Tea bags, coffee, powdered creamer, 
canned milk, dried milk, powdered 
drink mixes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Love Letters 
 

As we glance through the announcements section of the Sunday bulletin, 
we can note that day's recipient of a Love Letter. 
 

The Deacons encourage you to find the Love Letter 
on the lectern next to the piano and take a quick 
moment to write a note or simply sign with 
'thinking of you' on the letter.  This is one way that 
we as a caring congregation can personally connect 
who those who need a meaningful note to brighten their day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DEACONS’ GREETING CARD COLLECTION 
 

We are again building our supply of cards to help the Deacons forward a 
friendly greeting to church members and friends.  Any spares that you 
may have are greatly appreciated. 
 

Happy Birthday  Thinking of You 
Get Well  Happy Anniversary 

With Sympathy  Congratulations  Special Thanks 
 
 
 
 
 

DEACONS’ ONGOING EYEGLASSES COLLECTION 
 

Drop your used prescription or non-prescription 
eyeglasses, sunglasses, clip-ons and cases in the 
designated basket in the Lounge. 
 

We estimate that over 100 eyewear items have been 
collected at First Church since the Deacons begin this program.  Keep on 
sharing! 
 
 
 
 
 

SHEPHERD OF THE STREETS 
 
 

Two bins are in the hallway under the coat racks where you can place 
bedding and personal hygiene supplies. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PAPER RECYCLING 
 

Please find the basket as you exit the Sanctuary into 
the Lounge for Coffee and Fellowship to recycle 
Sunday’s bulletins unless you want yours to take 
home.  You may also leave paper recycling in the 
church office. 
 
 
 



CHANCEL FLOWERS 
 

Please consider looking over your calendars to highlight special times 
throughout the year when you might want to honor family and friends or 
just to enhance worship services in praise of our Heavenly Father. 
 

Remember that each Sunday someone from the congregation, a shut-in, 
or at a local nursing home receives your flower offering to brighten their 
days ahead. 

 
Available dates: 

o May 29 
o June 5, 19 & 26 

 
-Ann Recchi 

 
 
 
 
 

WOMEN OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

We welcomed Spring and honored our new members:  Nogan Chung, 
Alison Hopper, Tae Won Mancine, Chong Mi Plants, Mong Yen, and 
Yong Yen at our Palm Sunday Tea.  It was lovely and we THANK 
EVERYONE who helped to make it so special. 
 

Spring is here, and it is time for the Jumble 
Sale.  Thursday, April 28 and Saturday, April 
30.  Things that sale well are items such as, 
clean gently used clothing (children's and 
adults), shoes, household items, books, CD's, 
and jewelry.  Bring you items to the fellowship 
hall.  If you need help, please contact Sally or 
Mimi.  We welcome all who are available to 
work at the Jumble Sale.  Come and join the fun. 
 



Women of Northumberland Presbytery will meet for their Spring 
Gathering on Saturday, April 23 at the Mooresburg Presbyterian 

Church in Danville.  More information will 
be in the church bulletin. 
 

Church Women United of Lycoming County 
invite you to attend the May Friendship Day 
Luncheon and Celebration on Friday, May 6 
at the South Williamsport United Methodist 
Church, 409 Main Street, South 
Williamsport.  Lunch at 12:00 noon and 

celebration at 1:15 p.m.  Cost is $8.75 per person.  The theme is 
"Finding Grace at the Table".  When we gather at the table, we will find 
God's grace sufficient to continue our journey toward unity and 
wholeness in our communities.  Reservations are due by April 17.  A 
sign-up sheet will be on the piano in the lounge. 

-Mimi Petts 

 

 

 

A LITTLE BIT OF BUSINESS 

FROM THE TREASURER 
 

The job of Treasurer at First Church has been both a struggle 

and a blessing as I find my feet in this position that is new to 

me.  So I would like to share a few insights that make a big 

difference in how we account for church monies.  Please take 

note: 
 

All checks and cash placed in a numbered offering envelope goes 

into our church operating funds.  It would be extremely helpful 

if each envelope is completed with your name, the amount of 

your contribution, and a notation of 'check' or 'cash' above the 

amount.  It really speeds up organizing the money each Sunday 

morning.  A plain envelope will suffice, again with your name, 

amount, 'check' or 'cash', and hopefully your assigned offering 

number. 
 

The green envelopes that are included in the bulletin on 

Sundays when we serve communion support the Deacons who 

provide the elements and support various ministries.  Again, 



preparing your envelope with name, amount, assigned offering 

number, and 'check' or 'cash' helps keep donations straight. 
 

If your contribution needs to be divided into specific areas, 

please clearly indicate in the memo section of your check or write 

it on your envelope.  This might include money towards organ 

repairs, per capita apportionment, deacons' fund, etc. 
 

Special offerings throughout the year, i.e. One Great Hour of 

Sharing, are handled separately since these funds are forwarded 

outside of our church. 
 

Let's see how this works to properly designate your 

contributions and help our accountant. 
-submitted by Victor Recchi 

 

 

 

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES 
 

April showers might bring May flowers, 

but it also brings another Time with 

Young Disciples.  We hope to see all our 

youngsters in church for the next 

children’s sermon, on Sunday, April 17. 
-Susan Kemnitz 

 

 
 

KRUISIN’ AT KRISLUND 
 

Older adults can now join the 
excitement at Camp Krislund.  They 
will enjoy a 2 day/ 1 night stay in cozy 
cabins, activities, great food, views of 
the Pennsylvania mountains, and 
more.  Check out the website at 
www.krislund.org and then select 
“Adults and Young at Heart”.   

 
 

http://www.krislund.org/
http://krislund.org/


 

WEDNESDAY NOON ECUMENICAL LUNCHES 
 

The lunch line opens about 11:45 a.m. and you are always assured of a 

tasty $6 lunch, warm ecumenical 

fellowship and a thoughtful program 

designed to enrich your life mentally, 

physically, spiritually and socially.  The 

parking is free in the Pine Street lot north 

of the church from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  

No reservations are necessary, but a call 

to Gwen, at 570-322-1110, if you are not 

a regular attender, will help the caterer 

know how much food to prepare.  Laity, clergy and people of all ages are 

welcome!  
 

April 6 Tammey Aichner, United Campus Ministry at Penn College 

April 13 Susana Falck & Donna Bubb, St. Boniface 

April 20 Rev. Susan Halverstadt, Pastor at Warrensville UM Charge 

April 27 Oliver & Mary Jane Sones, Sones Farm & Home Museum 

 

 

 

 
. 

Melissa Magargle, Executive Director 
570-567-7103, familypromiselycoming@hotmail.com 

 

Families we are serving:   
 Dad, 15 yr. old daughter 
 Dad, mom, 8 & 3 yr. old sons, 6 yr. old daughter 
 

Current needs:   
Cleaning supplies Healthy snacks 

 

We are collecting Labels for Education that can be found on items 
such as General Mills products, Betty Crocker products, Campbell’s 
soups, Bic pens, and GLAD storage containers, just to name a few. 
 



Strength Based Volunteering:  Would you like to make the most out 
of your volunteer experience and create a more positive experience 
for those you serve? 
 

April 26 
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Pine Street United Methodist Church 
 

RSVP to Family Promise at 570-567-7103 

 
 
 

FUTURE CONTINUING EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 Monday, May 23, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

Soul Feast:  An Invitation to the Christian Spiritual Life 

Book:  Soul Feast by Marjorie J. Thompson 
 

 Monday, August 22, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

Small, Strong Congregations—Creating Strengths and 

Health for Your Congregation 

Book:  Small Strong Congregations by Kennon L. 

Callahan 
 

 Monday, October 17, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

The Essential Tenets of the Reformed Faith 

Book:  What is Reformed Theology by R. C. Sproul 
 

All classes will be held at Montoursville Presbyterian Church, 

900 Elm Street.  Rev. Dr. Bill Knudsen is scheduled to facilitate 

all of the classes. 

 

 

 

 

RESURRECTION 
 

In 1968 Marion Woodman was in a car accident damaging her head 
and face which were repaired through surgery.  But she was left 
with tinnitus, an extreme ease of ringing in her ears.  For two years 
it almost drove her crazy.  One night she jumped out of bed and 
ran to the kitchen and just fell on the floor and said:  “God take this 
away or let me die!! 
 



And without knowing what was happening this huge orange bush 
appeared in front of me.  With that wonderful smell.  And I was so 
entranced with the bush that I wasn't aware at first of this incredible  
perfume coming thru my feet, I could feel every cell of the body 
opening and the energy level changing as this perfume came up 
my body.  And the perfume came gradually higher and higher and 
I was the perfume, and I was completely captured by this mystery 
and suffused in love.  And when the image faded.....the ringing 
ceased in my ears and it has never returned.  I had no explanation.  
All I knew was that I was healed.  That I had been visited by divine 
love.  And all I could say was thank you, thank you, thank you!!  
 

I had gone into a death walk.  Let me die.  The ego fell out of the 
conflict, the ego totally surrendered.  The mystery happened.  But 
you come back to the question.  What do you want?  Do you want 
to live?  Imagine resurrection.  But it is at the point of deepest 
wounding that God enters.  That is resurrection. 

-submitted by Henry Hopper 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

THOUGHTS FROM JUDITH 
 

Art washes away from the soul 
the dust of everyday life 

-Picasso 
 
 
 

It is said that the problem with the younger generation is that they 
have not read the minutes of the last meeting. 

-George Well 
 
 
 

Let the beautiful we love be what we do. 
-Rumi, 12th Century 

 
 

 



 

 

Church Staff 
 

The Reverend Sam (Awun) Hwang Pastor 

The Reverend David L. Phillips Pastor Emeritus 

Philip Krepps Music Director and Organist 

Karen Davenport Bahr Administrative Assistant 

 

 

Directory 
 

The Reverend Sam (Awun) Hwang Session Moderator 

Charles Kemnitz Clerk of Session 

Victor Recchi Treasurer 

Frank Moltz Associate Treasurer 

Mimi Petts Presbyterian Women Moderator 

 

 

Session 
 

Class of 2017 Class of 2018 Class of 2019 

Youngsuk Kim David Craig Charles Kemnitz* 

Victor Recchi Evelyn Landis* Judith Youngman 

 Maggie Little*  

 

 

Diaconate 
 

Class of 2017 Class of 2018 Class of 2019 

Ann Recchi Judy Kolb* Susan Kemnitz* 

Alison Hopper Dorothy Snyder Tammy Winters 
 

 

*Denotes second term 

 
 

 

Stated Meetings 
The Session meets on the fourth Thursday of the month. 

The Deacons meet on the second Monday of every other month. 
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