
The Chalice 
Monthly Newsletter of 

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

 
 

JUNE 2016 



MISSION STATEMENT. 

We seek for our congregation, as disciples of Christ, to make God’s grace 

known to all people. We are committed to serving our community 

spiritually, educationally and financially. We desire to grow in our 

understanding of his message through scripture. We wish to: 
 

 Provide a peaceful and reassuring place of worship 

 Encourage spiritual growth 

 Develop a diverse congregation full of love and faith 

 Embrace the community as servants of God. 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

Summer Schedule 

June 5 through September 4, 2016 

Bible Study – 9:15 a.m. 

Divine Worship – 10:15 a.m. 

Coffee and Fellowship – 11:15 a.m. 
 

Winter Schedule 

December 27, 2015 through May 29, 2016 

September 11, 2016 through December 25, 2016 

Bible Study – 9:45 a.m. 

Divine Worship – 10:45 a.m. 

Coffee and Fellowship – 11:45 a.m. 
 

 

Office Hours 

Monday through Friday – 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

Church Phone:  570-326-3706 

Church E-mail:  1presby@comcast.net 
 

 

Reverend Hwang’s Office Hours 

Tuesday through Friday 

9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 

Email:  awunhwang@gmail.com 

Cell:  570-220-5993 
 

 

Chalice Online:  http://1presby.net 
 
 

Email Prayer Requests to:  1presby@comcast.net 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
 

------------------------------------------ 

 

PRAYER SERVICE 
 

Tuesday’s Lunch and Prayers 

Noon 
 

---------------------------------------- 

 

DEADLINE FOR JULY-AUGUST CHALICE 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15 

 

CHALICE EMAIL 
1presby@comcast.net 

 

SESSION MEETING 

Thursday, September 22 
(Session meets on the fourth Thursday of the month.) 

 

DIACONATE MEETING 

Thursday, September 22 
(Diaconate usually meets on the second Monday every other month,  

but will meet jointly with Session in September.) 






 

We’re on Facebook!!! 
 

You can find us at 

First Presbyterian Church, Williamsport, PA. 
 

“Like” us for continued updates and event notifications. 

 

 

 

 



IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
 

Ray FisherDoris McCoy 

Chesney WheelerJudy Stanley 

Jeanne Shuman Tammy Winters 

Debbie MacPhail Gil MacPhail 

Migrants in Mediterranean, Ecuador, Japan, 

Afghanistan and Syria 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
 

June 5 Mark Shuman 

June 7 Song Park 

June 16 Dick Petts 

June 22 Ed Costello 

June 22 Tae Won Mancine 

June 24 Jack McKee 

June 25 Nancy Winters 

June 26 Amber Shuman 

July 5 Jubilee Hwang 

 

 

 

 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 
 

June 6 Henry & Alison Hopper 

June 18 John & Barbara Ertel 

June 20 David & Eleanor Phillips 

June 29 David & Sally Craig 

 

 

 

 
 



LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAYS IN JUNE 
From the Lectionary at PCUSA 

 

June 5 June 12 

10th Sunday in Ordinary Time 11th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1 Kings 17:8-24 1 Kings 21:1-21a 

Galatians 1:11-24 Galatians 2:15-21 

Luke 7:11-17 Luke 7:36 – 8:3 

  

June 19 June 26 

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1 Kings 19:1-15a 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 

Galatians 3:23-29 Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

Luke 8:26-39 Luke 9:51-62 

 



 
FLOWERS, LECTORS, USHERS AND  

COMMUNION SERVERS FOR JUNE 
 

June 5  

Flowers Ed Costello & Judith Youngman 

Lector David Philips 

Ushers Victor & Ann Recchi 

Communion Servers 

 

Prepare Elements 

Alison Hopper, Youngsuk Kim, Evelyn 

Landis, Judith Youngman 

Judy Kolb 

 

June 12 

 

Flowers Youngsuk & Kyungsook Kim 

Lector David Phillips 

Ushers Victor & Ann Recchi 

 

June 19 

 

Flowers Victor & Ann Recchi 

Lector Judith Youngman 

Ushers Jessie Hafner & Janet Harris 

  

June 26 

Flowers 

 

Evelyn Landis 

Lector Judith Youngman 

Ushers Jessie Hafner & Janet Harris 



 
OUR MUSIC 

 
 

 

Our Organ 
 

It took a while for us to come to a complete understanding of the 
problem with our pipe organ.  Following is a detailed analysis of 
what happened. 
 

Inside the large room behind the screen next to the choir area are 
three chambers that contain the organ pipes; thousands of them.  
These chambers are sealed so that the giant fan in the basement 
that blows air into the system can keep a constant level of air 
pressure.  On the side of each chamber is a large panel made of 
wood and leather.  They are bellows.  These bellows have springs 
on them.  When the organist plays the keys, air is released from the 
sealed chamber and goes out the pipes producing the sounds.  In 
order for the pressure to remain the same, the springs on the 
bellows pull it inward, just like blowing on a fire with a hand bellows.  
If you stand beside the bellows upstairs in the chamber while the 
organist plays you can watch the organ ‘breathing.’ 
 

The organ was built in 1925 and one of the chambers still had the 
original wood and leather bellows on the side.  It failed right before 
Holy Week. The leather had pretty much turned to powder and 
small pieces and simply popped, sounding like a trap door 
slamming shut.  The organist was present when the pop occurred.  
But the bellows on the other two chambers have brand new leather 
on them, part of the restoration we began a few years ago.  So this 
means that we can still play one half of the 43 ranks of pipes.  
Because we were receiving conflicting stories about possible 
damage to the electric motor on the fan, we decided to not turn it 
on until we were sure we would do no more damage by playing it. 
 

Our Building and Maintenance chair, David Craig has done 
extensive research on this problem and we reached the conclusion 
that it will be okay to play the organ.  Also, the Session has decided 
to not spend an additional $9,500.00 to repair the bellows on the 
other chamber at this time.  We have some other building repairs 
that currently are more important. 
 
 
 
 



 

The good news is that half of the organ still works.  And it was 
Providential which side blew out because the selection of pipe ranks 
still available to play offers a nice variety of sounds.  The organist 
can still be very creative.  
 

The question now arises; after all that money we spent was it a 
waste?  I suppose that depends on how you want to look at it.  We 
paid for a new console; that is the insides of our original cabinet 
where the organist sits to play.  The old console inner workings 
were original with 1925 wiring, much of which had not worked 
properly for years.  So we replaced it with new solid state digital 
parts and it has served very well.   
 

The second investment was reworking all the “reed” pipes, those 
that are made of wood and make the trumpet, tuba, French horn, 
oboe, etc. sounds.  This investment included the resealing with 
leather the bellows on the side of that chamber as well as repairing 
all the tuning mechanisms on each of the several hundred pipes.  
This second investment is the reason why we still have half an 
organ to play; we already repaired the bellows on that side.    

-Submitted by Phil Krepps 
Music Director 

 
 
 

D E A C O N S’    D O I N ’S 
 
 

BLANKET SUNDAY 
 

First Presbyterian Church has a history of participation in the ministry of 
Church World Service, an organization that describes itself as "people 
reaching out to neighbors in need near and far - not with a hand out, but 
a hand up . . .  We're working with partners in the U.S. and around the 
world to build interfaith and intercultural coalitions to eradicate hunger 
and poverty and promote peace and justice.  Together, we're supporting 
sustainable grassroots development, disaster relief, and refugee 
assistance . . .   [We are] a people-to-people network of local and global 
caring". 
 



In celebration of Fathers' Day on June 19, the 
Deacons will sponsor Blanket Sunday to help 
CWS with these efforts. 
 

On that day by monetarily contributing to a 
special offering, you will have the opportunity to 
join CWS in providing comfort and care to those 
in need. 

 

A blanket is the basic component of every disaster response!  The causes 
are many - war, disaster, civil strife.  The results are tragically the same - 
people moving, running.  With them are only the few possessions they 
wear or carry.  For many, one blanket serves as a shelter, a roof between 
a family and bad weather.  It is privacy in a crowded camp, and a tote in 
which to gather a few salvaged belongings.  Five dollars allows CWS to 
purchase wool-blend blankets in bulk from manufacturers.  Larger 
donation amounts benefit in many other ways as described in our bulletin 
inserts.  We can help insure that when disaster strikes, relief items are 
available through Church World Service. 
 
 
 
 

DEACONS FOOD DRIVE 
 

Summer is an especially challenging time for many families when 
children are out of school.  And since the United Churches Food Pantry 
only provides a three-day supply of food to each of their clients, the need 
for continual donations is critical.   They have notified us that their staples 
are dwindling.  Any and all non-perishable food items are welcome even 
as First Church chooses to focus on food groups for a friendly reminder 
of their specific needs. 
 

Our food focus for June: 
 

                         
 
 

June Chunky soups, saltine crackers, 
peanut butter, jelly, canned fruit 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Love Letters 
 

As we glance through the announcements section of the Sunday bulletin, 
we can note that day's recipient of a Love Letter. 
 

The Deacons encourage you to find the Love Letter 
on the lectern next to the piano and take a quick 
moment to write a note or simply sign with 
'thinking of you' on the letter.  This is one way that 
we as a caring congregation can personally connect 
who those who need a meaningful note to brighten their day. 
 

Please share with Sam or any of the Deacons if you are aware of someone 
that we can lift up with this ministry. 
 
 
 
 

DEACONS’ GREETING CARD COLLECTION 
 

We are building our supply of cards, with or without envelopes, to help 
the Deacons forward a friendly greeting to church members and friends.  
Any spares that you may have are greatly appreciated. 
 

Happy Birthday  Thinking of You 
Get Well  Happy Anniversary 

With Sympathy  Congratulations  Special Thanks 
 

 
 
 
 

DEACONS’ ONGOING EYEGLASSES COLLECTION 
 

Drop prescription and non-prescription eyeglasses, 
sunglasses, clip-ons, and cases in the designated 
basket in the Lounge to be recycled by the Lions Club 
to benefit people around the world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SHEPHERD OF THE STREETS 
 

Two bins are in the hallway under the coat racks where you can place 
bedding and personal hygiene supplies. 
 

 
 
 
 

PAPER RECYCLING 
 

Please find the basket as you exit the Sanctuary into 
the Lounge for Coffee and Fellowship to recycle 
Sunday’s bulletins unless you want yours to take 
home.  You may also leave paper recycling in the 
church office. 
 
 
 
 

CHANCEL FLOWERS 
 

Please consider looking over your calendars to highlight special times 
throughout the year when you might want to honor family and friends or 
just to enhance worship services in praise of our Heavenly Father. 
 

Remember that each Sunday someone from the congregation, a shut-in, 
or at a local nursing home receives your flower offering to brighten their 
days ahead. 

 
Available dates: 

o July 24 
o August 7, 14 & 21 
o September 4 & 11 

-Ann Recchi 

 
 
 
 
 

TO UNDERSTAND THE HEART AND MIND OF A PERSON, 
LOOK NOT AT WHAT HE HAS ALREADY ACHIEVED, 

BUT AT WHAT HE ASPIRES TO. 
-KAHIL GIBRAN 



TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES 
 

We will not have children's sermons over 

the summer months but will welcome the 

young disciples back to the chancel steps 

in September.    
-Susan Kemnitz 

 
 
 

WOMEN OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 
 

Pictures from the Jumble Sale in April. 
 
 

 
 

This is a picture of the 
contributions to the Jumble Sale 

before the sorting begins. 
 
 
 

 
 
In the processing of sorting. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sally is straightening items 
in between customers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Ellie talking with one of the many 
people who stopped at the sale. 
 
 
 
 
 

Presbyterian Women’s Purpose 
 

Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus 
Christ, and empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, we commit ourselves:  to nurture 
our faith through prayer and Bible 
study, to support the mission of the 
church worldwide, to work for justice 
and peace and to build an inclusive, 
caring community of women that 
strengthens the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) and witnesses to the promise of 
God's kingdom 
 

Inviting you, Presbyterian Women, to come and join us for our 
Summer Picnic, devotions, and business meeting on Wednesday, June 
8 at 6:00 p.m. on Sally's deck, 1960 Eldon Road, Montoursville.  Bring 
a dish to share and sunshine. 
 

This summer Habitat for Humanity is working on a house at 1607 
Memorial Avenue, Williamsport.  They have requested our help.  We 
(PW) will be providing lunch for the workers on Saturday, June 18.  
Look for more information about this on piano in the lounge. 
 

A Women's Retreat entitled "Finding My Voice" will be held on July 
29-30 at Linch Hill Inn, Linch Hill Road, Morris, PA.  It will be led by 
Rev. Dr. Susan Halverstadt, a spiritual director and United Methodist 
pastor of the Susquehanna Conference of the United Methodist 
Church.  This is for women . . . no matter who you are or where you 
are in ministry or in life, finding your voice is essential . For more 
information about this retreat contact Susan Halverstadt at 
shalverstadt@comcast.net or 717-377 -9266. 

 

Blessings and a safe and happy summer. 
 

-Mimi Petts 

mailto:shalverstadt@comcast.net


       UNITED CHURCHES 
Gwen Bernstine, Executive Director  

570-322-1110, director@uclc.org 

 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY NOON ECUMENICAL LUNCHES 
 

The lunch line opens about 11:45 a.m. and you are always assured of a 

tasty $6 lunch, warm ecumenical 

fellowship and a thoughtful program 

designed to enrich your life mentally, 

physically, spiritually and socially.  The 

parking is free in the Pine Street lot north 

of the church from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  

No reservations are necessary, but a call 

to Gwen, at 570-322-1110, if you are not 

a regular attender, will help the caterer 

know how much food to prepare.  Laity, clergy and people of all ages are 

welcome!  
 

July 20 After lunch at Pine Street, we will car pool to Sones Farm 

and Home Museum for a tour with Oliver and Mary Jane 

Jones to learn more about "Life in the Early Days of 

Lycoming County”.  The fee for the museum is $5.00. 

 

 

NOTES FROM UNITED CHURCHES 
 

Friday, September 23 Sixth Annual Golf Tournament, White 

Deer, 8:45 a.m. 

Sunday, October 9 CROP Walk, along the River Walk, meet 

at St. Mark’s 

Thursday, November 17 United Churches Assembly at First UMC, 

Muncy, dinner meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

 

On May 22, 2016, United Churches celebrated their 70th Birthday.  They 

report that they reach over 200,000 people every year throughout the 

county with their staff and over 500 volunteers.  Their ministries include 

Shepherd of the Streets, Food Pantry, Fuel Bank, 816 Nursing Home and 

Prison Worship Services, weekly Footsteps to Follow column in the 



newspaper, monthly Faith Matters editorials, daily phone devotion line, 

ecumenical events such as worship services, educational opportunities, 

campus ministry, collections for the hungry and needy in our world, and a 

monthly newsletter. 

 

 

 

 
. 

Melissa Magargle, Executive Director 
570-567-7103, familypromiselycoming@hotmail.com 

 

Families we are serving:   
 Dad, 15 yr. old daughter 
 Dad, mom, 8 & 3 yr. old sons, 6 yr. old daughter 
 Mom, 18 mo. old son 
 

Current needs:   
Cleaning supplies Healthy snacks 
Tissues Women’s deodorant 
Paper towels  

 

We are collecting Labels for Education that can be found on items 
such as General Mills products, Betty Crocker products, Campbell’s 
soups, Bic pens, and GLAD storage containers, just to name a few. 

 
 
 
 

AN AFRICAN STORY 
 

Once upon a time there was a man who had about twelve cows, 
and he loved his cows.  Every morning and evening he would praise 
them for the amount of milk they were giving and praise them for 
their beauty.  One morning he noticed that the amount of milk had 
lessened.  Each day for a week he noticed the same thing.  So that 
night he decided to stay up and see what was going on. 
 

 



About midnight, he happened to look up at the stars, and he saw 
one star that seemed to be getting larger.  The light got stronger 
as the star came closer and closer to earth.  It came straight down 
towards his cow pasture and stopped a few feet from him in the 
form of a great ball of light.  Inside the light there was a luminous 
woman.  As soon as her toes touched the ground, the light 
disappeared, and she stood there like an ordinary woman. 
 

He said to her, "Are you the one who has been stealing milk from 
my cows?"  "Yes" she said, "my sisters and I like the milk from your 
cows very much."  He said, "You are very beautiful.  And I'm glad 
that you like my cows.  And so this is what I want to say:  If you 
marry me, we can live together, and I will never hit you and you 
won't have to take care of the cows all the time.  I'll take care of 
them part of the time myself. 
 

Will you marry me?"  She said slowly, "Yes, I will.  But there's one 
condition.  I have brought this basket with me, and I want you to 
agree that you will never look into this basket.  You must never look 
into it, no matter how long we are married.  Do you agree to that?"  
"Oh, I do," he said.   
 

So they were married, and they lived together very well for six or 
seven months.  Then one day, while she was out herding the cows, 
he happened to notice that basket standing in a corner of the 
house.  He said to himself "Well, you know, she is my wife, so it 
could be considered to be my basket.  After all, this is my house, 
and the basket is in my house, and so it could be considered my 
basket!"  After he had said this, he opened the basket and then 
began to laugh.  "There's nothing in the basket!  There's nothing in 
the basket!  There's absolutely nothing in the basket!  Nothing!  
There's nothing in the basket!" He kept saying these words and 
laughing so loud that his wife eventually heard the laughter.   
 

She came into the house and she said to him, "Have you opened 
the basket?"  He began laughing again.  "I did!" he said.  "I opened 
the basket!  There's nothing in it!  There's nothing in the basket at 
all!  There's absolutely nothing in the basket!  Nothing is in the 
basket!" 
 

She said, “I have to leave now.  I have to go back."  He cried out, 
"Don't go! Don't leave me!"  She said, "I have to go back now.  



What I brought with me in the basket was spirit.  It's so like human 
beings to think that spirit is nothing." 
 

And she was gone. 
By Robert Bly 

 

Bly’s comment on the story: 
 

I had originally intended to name an anthology after this wonderful 
African story, so that the anthology would be called Baskets That 
Hold God.  But I'm not sure we know how to weave baskets that 
well.  I chose instead a line of Rumi that Coleman Barks has 
beautifully translated.  The line, in his words, goes:  "The soul is 
here for its own joy." 

-submitted by Henry Hopper 
 

 

 

June 5 through September 4, 
the Worship Service will 
begin at 10:15 a.m. 
 
 

 
 

 

INFORMATION FROM HENRY HOPPER 
 

Some people have asked me about some authors and/or titles 

that I have referred to or been influenced by in the two sermons 

I preached , one in July of 2015 and the other on May 8, 2016.  

Here is a partial list: 
 

 Alan Paton 

 Arnold (Arnie) Mindell 

 Stanley Elkin 

 Rumi (Coleman Barks) 

 Chaim Potok 

 James Baldwin 

 Christopher Lasch 

 Marcus Borg 



 José Ramón Jiménez 

 New Jerusalem Bible 

 Eugene Peterson (The Message) 

 Stephen Mitchell (The Psalms) 

 David Rosenberg (A Poet’s Bible) 

 Friedrich Nietzsche 

 Aryeh Kaplan (Jewish Meditation) 

 Henepola Gunaratana (Mindfulness in Plain English) 
-submitted by Henry Hopper 

 
THOUGHTS FROM JUDITH 

 

And a woman who held a babe against her bosom said, Speak to us of 
 Children. 
 

And he said: 
 

Your children are not your children. 
 

They are the sons and daughters of Life’s longing for itself. 
 

They come through you but not from you, 
 

And though they are with you, yet they belong not to you. 
 

You may give them your love but not your thoughts. 
 

For they have their own thoughts. 
 

You may house their bodies but not their souls, 
 

For their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow, which you cannot   
visit, not even in your dream. 

 

You may strive to be like them, but seek not to make them like you. 
 

For life goes not backward nor tarries with yesterday. 
 

You are the bows from which your children as living arrows are sent 
 forth. 
 

The archer sees the mark upon the path of the infinite, and He bends 
 you with His might that His arrows may go swift and far. 
 

Let your bending in the archer’s hand be for gladness; 
 

For even as he loves the arrow that flies, so He loves also the bow   
that is stable. 

-Kahil Gribran 



 

 
TO LAUGH OFTEN AND MUCH 

 

To laugh often and much; 
 

To win the respect of the intelligent people 
 

And the affection of children; 
 

To earn the appreciation of honest critics 
 

And endure the betrayal of false friends; 
 

To appreciate beauty; 
 

To find the best in others; 
 

To leave the world a bit better 
 

Whether by a healthy child, a garden patch, 
 

Or a redeemed social condition; 
 

To know that one life has breathed easier 
 

Because you lived here. 
 

This is to have succeeded. 
 

-Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 

-submitted by Judith Youngman 

 



 
 
 

Church Staff 
 

The Reverend Sam (Awun) Hwang Pastor 

The Reverend David L. Phillips Pastor Emeritus 

Philip Krepps Music Director and Organist 

Karen Davenport Bahr Administrative Assistant 

 

 

Directory 
 

The Reverend Sam (Awun) Hwang Session Moderator 

 Clerk of Session 

Victor Recchi Treasurer 

Frank Moltz Associate Treasurer 

Mimi Petts Presbyterian Women Moderator 

 

 

Session 
 

Class of 2017 Class of 2018 Class of 2019 

Youngsuk Kim David Craig Judith Youngman 

Victor Recchi Evelyn Landis*  

 Maggie Little*  

 

 

Diaconate 
 

Class of 2017 Class of 2018 Class of 2019 

Ann Recchi Judy Kolb* Susan Kemnitz* 

Alison Hopper Dorothy Snyder Tammy Winters 
 

 

*Denotes second term 

 
 

 

Stated Meetings 
The Session meets on the fourth Thursday of the month. 

The Deacons meet on the second Monday of every other month. 
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