
PASTOR’S CORNER 
 

 

Amid the global resurgence of extreme nationalism sustained by fear-driven populist sentiment, it is vital 

that the church retain its moral integrity by recovering its “voice in the wilderness.”  This voice cries foul 

at the wisdom which rejects interdependence and mutual blessings and embraces narcissistic self-

segregation as a way to greater stability, prosperity, and peace.   
 

For Christians, it would be paradoxical to simultaneously commit to mutually exclusive ventures --  seeking 

to build kinship (Jew and Gentile, slave and free, male and female) while devaluing certain segments of the 

population (i.e. the LBGTQ+ community), further damaging already fragmented society. 
 

John Calvin’s global mindset is quite impressive.  Although he lived in a time when political and religious 

boundaries caused fierce animosity often resulting in mass casualty incidents, Calvin remained firm to the 

wide-ranging biblical promise that encompasses “all nations” (commenced via Abraham and consummated 

by Christ).  In a sermon series on Isaiah 53, for example, as part of his concluding statements, Calvin 

habitually expresses his hope that God “may grant this grace, not only to us, but also to all peoples and 

nations of the earth…”     
 

We as Christians are obliged to campaign for a respectful coexistence of peoples toward shared blessings 

by amplifying our “voice in the wilderness” at both the local and global levels.  To be a voice in the 

wilderness, however, we need to be in the habit of listening to the voices that are underrepresented.  So I've 

asked Mr. Richard James (Beloved Community Council and the Heart of Williamsport), who has been 

working hard to build up the City of Williamsport to share his personal stories.  As someone who is adept 

at looking out for the welfare of deprived people, he will also occasionally offer his thoughts on the issues 

that adversely affect certain segments of Williamsport residents, particularly those that are marginalized or 

underrepresented.  
 

At the church on Tuesday, July 26, starting at noon, there will be a showing of his film (see below).  After 

the showing, he will elaborate on his life story.  

 

 

DESCRIPTION:  
 

What Does Not Kill Us-A digital selfie 
 

In early 2016, Professor Lynn Estomin of Lycoming College was inspired by a new community initiative 

called the Heart of Williamsport to create a class for her freshmen students in digital storytelling.  A 

coalition of various agencies and institutions was formed to collect stories of Williamsport’s 

residents.  Lycoming College, The City of Williamsport, Susquehanna Greenway Partnership, the 

Pennsylvania Humanities Council and the Orton Family Foundation are partners in the endeavor.  
 

To get the ball rolling, Ms. Estomin decided to collect stories from members of Williamsport’s African-

American community.  She asked me to be one of several black people in Williamsport to tell our stories.  

Each participant was paired with a student.  We were asked to provide the student with photos, images, 

newspaper clippings, artwork and other materials that could be scanned and converted into computer files.  

The participants were also asked to provide a voiceover narrative recording. 
 

Because I am a retired graphic artist with, an aging but still functional, graphic 

arts studio, I had several personal files already digitized.  I gave my student 

partner a large selection of images to use in the making of her video about my 

life. 
 



At our initial meeting we talked about how and why I came to Williamsport.  When I told my student 

partner that I had almost died 10 years ago, she was shocked.  We decided that my near death experience 

should be the focus of the film. 
 

While I was compiling the images and movie clips, I decided to make my own film independently.  In 

essence, the story was being told twice.  My student partner did her version and I did mine.  My version is 

probably the better version for several reasons.  I had more raw files to pick from, greater experience in 

movie making and the ability to create animated graphics. 
 

I also took the opportunity to praise God.  The film explains how a white middle-class family rescued me 

when I was at the nadir of my life. 
 

 

 

  

Most of the students’ works were less than 5 minutes.  My version of my life story is 8 minute and 23 

seconds long.  My film was included in the premiere and submitted to the Lycoming Historical society.   
 

The title comes the phrase, “What does not kill us makes us stronger.” 
 

I try to live up to that testimony. 
Richard James - June, 2016 

 

 


